Shock pathophysiology.
Shock, defined as the state where oxygen delivery to tissues is inadequate for the demand, is a common condition in veterinary patients and has a high mortality rate if left untreated. The key to a successful outcome for any patient in shock involves having a clear understanding of the pathophysiology and compensatory mechanisms associated with shock. This understanding allows more efficient identification of patients in shock based on clinical signs and timely initiation of appropriate therapies based on the type and stage of shock identified.